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Eleanor Roosevelt and the UDHR in Spanish, 1949






  Excerpt adapted from bbc.co.uk





  “On the morning of 6 August 1945 an American B-29 bomber, the 'Enola Gay', dropped the first atomic bomb used in warfare on the Japanese city of Hiroshima.





  …The heat from the bomb was so intense that some people simply vanished in the explosion. Many more died of the long-term effects of radiation sickness. The final death toll was calculated at 135,000…





  Hiroshima was chosen because it had not been targeted during the US Air Force's conventional bombing raids on Japan, and was therefore regarded as being a suitable place to test the effects of an atomic bomb. It was also an important military base. The Allies feared that any conventional attempt to invade the Japanese home islands would result in enormous casualties, and the bomb was seen as a way of bringing the war against Japan to a swift conclusion... 





  On the morning of 9 August, the Americans dropped a second, bigger atomic bomb.”





“The original target was Kokura, but this was obscured by cloud so the bomb was dropped on nearby Nagasaki, an important port. About 40,000 people were killed instantly and a third of the city was destroyed. The final death toll was calculated as at least 50,000…





On 14 August, Japan agreed to the Allies' terms of surrender. At midday on the following day, Emperor Hirohito broadcast the news to the Japanese people. It was the first time his voice had been heard on the radio.” 








Questions:


1: Why did the Allies fear any conventional attempt to invade the Japanese islands? _________________________________________ 


2: Why did the United States decide to use the atomic bomb? _________________________________________ 


3: What were some of the effects of the atomic bomb on the people of Hiroshima? _________________________________________ 


4: When were the two atomic bombs dropped and on what cities? _________________________________________





  Excerpt adapted from Columbia.edu





    “When the war ended, it was the common intent of all the Allied Powers to render Japan incapable of ever returning to the field of battle.  "Demilitarization" was thus the first policy of the Occupation authorities and was accompanied by abolishing Japan's armed forces, dismantling its military industry, and eliminating the expression of patriotism from its schools and public life…





  But the American government, which had led the Allied war effort and whose representative, General Douglas MacArthur, was named the Supreme Commander of the Occupation forces, felt that only a democratic Japan would be truly peace-loving…





  Under MacArthur and with the cooperation of the Japanese, Japan undertook tremendous changes in just seven short years--the Occupation lasted from 1945 to 1952.”





Changes Due to the Occupation:


Sovereignty rested with the people, not the emperor


The emperor was to continue as a symbol without any political authority


The supreme political institution was now to be Japan's parliament, the Diet


Women were given equal rights


Finally, the military forces were completely abolished and Article 9





Questions:


Why was Japan occupied after the Second World War? _______________________________ 


Who led the Occupation forces in Japan? _______________________________ 


How did the status of the Japanese emperor change after the Second World War? ______________________________


How did the lives of Japanese women change after the Second World War? ______________________________ 


Why was the Japanese military abolished after WWII? ______________________________





"


"It is my earnest hope - indeed the hope of all mankind - that from this solemn occasion a better world shall emerge out of the blood and carnage of the  past...” 





~ General Douglas MacArthur





Excerpt adapted from bbc.co.uk





  “In November 1945, in the German city of Nuremberg, the victors of the World War Two began the first international war crimes trial. The choice of the city was significant for it was here that the National Socialist Party held its annual rallies… 





  The 21 defendants…were collectively accused of conspiring to wage war, and committing crimes against peace, crimes against humanity (including the newly defined crime of genocide) and war crimes in the ordinary sense (abuse and murder of prisoners, killing of civilians and so on)…





  Over the following years conventions on the laws of war, genocide and human rights were signed which embodied much of the 'law' made up at Nuremberg.





  … but thanks to Nuremberg there is at least a proper understanding of what violation means, even if the international community still lacks an entirely effective means of punishing it.”








Questions:


1: What were the Nuremberg Trials? __________________________________________ 


2: How many Nazi officials were accused of crimes at Nuremberg? __________________________________________ 


3: What crimes were these officials accused of? __________________________________________ 


4: Why was it important to hold “war crimes” trials at the end of the Second World War? __________________________________________�5: What had the Nazis done that qualified as “war crimes” (from previous lessons)? __________________________________________ 


6: What is genocide (from previous lessons)? __________________________________________


7: How had the Nazis committed genocide (from previous lessons)? __________________________________________ 


8: What did the trials at Nuremberg help to establish? __________________________________________ 


9: Can the international community today effectively punish war criminals? __________________________________________ 


10: Why is it important to have an understanding of what constitutes a “crime against humanity”? _________________________________________





On December 10, 1948 the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted and proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.





Excerpt from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights:





  “Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world, 





  Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people, 





  Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the rule of law… 





  Article 1


All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights…





 Article 3�Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. 








  





 





  In 1945, representatives of fifty nations met to draw up the United Nations charter.  The United Nations is an organization of independent nations formed to promote international peace and security.  The United Nations consists of six parts: the General Assembly is open to all independent nations, the Security Council has fifteen members of which five members are permanent members (U.S., Russia, Great Britain, China, and France), the Secretariat, the Economic and Social Council, the International Court, and the Trusteeship Council which is now suspended.





Questions:


What is the United Nations? ________________________________ 


When and why was the United Nations founded? ________________________________ 


What is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights? ________________________________ 


How can the United Nations and Universal Declaration of Human Rights reduce conflict in the world? ________________________________ 


How did WWII lead to the creation of a Universal Declaration of Human Rights? _________________________








